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Eden (Secretary to the Bengal Government) was sent
in 1863 to Ponaka, their capital, to make a final effort
towards better relations between the two Governments.
Eden, however, on arrival at Ponaka was received
with contumely by the Bhootan court and practically
held a prisoner ; until only by signing a treaty under
protest, which was perfectly unworkable, would the
Durbar guarantee him and his party a safe conduct
out of their country. The patience of the British
Government being now exhausted, war became un-
avoidable. The Bhootanese forces were said to
number 10,000 men armed with matchlocks, bows
and arrows, and short heavy swords. Their match-
locks, though clumsy, were effective at 400 yards ;
while a case occurred at Dewangiri of one of our
men being shot at 800 yards by one of these weapons.
But the bow is their favourite arm with which they
constantly practise and are very expert. They were
this time found to act well on the defence and were
good at field works. That they are not devoid of
courage is shown by what occurred at Dewangiri
in 1865, when they defeated and put to rout a
British force of 800 sepoys and ten British officers ;
and again near the same place the defence of a stockade
by 150 Bhootanese, who fought it out to the bitter
end, excited admiration.

A picturesque feature in their country are the old
mediaeval forts built to control the trade route from
Thibet and to guard against invasion on that side.
These are well described by Mr. C. White in the report
of his visit in 1905, and it would be interesting to
know how this people got to know of the pattern of
such defensive structures unlike what are found in